MEMORANDUM
TO:

State K–12 Facilities Directors

FROM:

National Council on School Facilities

RE:

State Inquiry into School Bus Seat Belt Requirements

Date:

January 2017

On November 22, 2016, there was a tragic bus accident in Tennessee that cost the lives of six publicschool students. In the aftermath of this tragedy, some states are taking another look at bus safety.
Many of the state’s K–12 facilities directors—particularly those within the state departments of
education—are also responsible for transportation.
Mr. Vijay Ramnarain, Director of Office of Support Services for the Virginia Department of Education,
working on a response to a piece of legislation in his state, requested information on seat belt
requirements that apply to school districts; and on the costs and impacts of these requirements.
Representatives of ten states responded to the information request from the perspective of their state.
Of the responding states, only Florida has required (since 2000) that all newly purchased buses be
equipped with 2-point lap belts for students. See the attached Florida document, starting on page III-16.
California reported that the state requires seat beats on small buses (16 or fewer seats and the driver)
manufactured after July 1, 2004; and on large buses (over 16 seats and driver) manufactured after July
1, 2005.
Eight states said that they do not have legislation requiring seat belts at the state level. However, even
though Iowa does not require seat belts, if a district is going to install seat belts on a bus, the belts must
be of the 3-point lap/shoulder design. Simple lap belts are no longer allowed. New Mexico also does not
require seat belts on buses but does recommend 3-point lap/shoulder belts. The school district must
cover the costs of installing the seat belt systems. Paul Bakalis, Executive Director of the Arizona School
Facilities Board, pointed out that a federal law requires that buses transporting kids with physical
disabilities be fitted with seat belts.
State Responses
State

Does Your State Require Seat Belts on School Buses?

Arizona

No. However, federal law requires that buses transporting kids
with physical disabilities must be fitted with seatbelts.
Yes—on buses
1. Designed to carry not more than 16 passengers and the driver
and is manufactured on or after July 1, 2004.
2. Designed to carry more than 16 passengers and the driver and
is manufactured on or after July 1, 2005.
Although there are still active school buses in California built
before 2004, we don’t know how many of those have installed

California

Notes on Costs

School districts
cover costs of
installing seat
belt systems

State

Delaware

Florida

Georgia
Iowa

New Mexico

Oregon
Rhode Island
West Virginia

Does Your State Require Seat Belts on School Buses?
the lap/shoulder system as it’s not required for those school
buses.

Notes on Costs

No.
Yes. Since 2000, all newly purchased buses in Florida require the
2-point lap belt for students.
More transportation information is available on our website:
http://www.fldoe.org/schools/safe-healthyschools/transportation/index.stmlSee also the attachment
starting at page III-16.
No.
No. However, we do have a requirement that IF a school district
is going to install seat belts in a school bus, the belts must be of
the 3-point lap/shoulder design. Simple lap belts are no longer
allowed in school buses in Iowa.
No. In the state of New Mexico, school buses are exempt from
having seat belts. However, if a school district chooses to install
seat belts, the state of New Mexico also recommends the 3point lap/shoulder belt design. The cost is going to vary
depending if the bus is going to be retrofitted or the seatbelts
will be installed during the construction of the bus.
No.
No.
No.

School districts
cover costs of
installing seat
belt systems

Resources – School Buses and Safety
National Education Association: http://www.nea.org/home/19085.htm
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration: https://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/school-buses
National Conference of State Legislatures: http://www.ncsl.org/research/transportation/school-bussafety.aspx
National Conference of State Legislatures: School Bus Safety by Crystal Cook and Douglas Shinkle; July
2012. http://www.ncsl.org/documents/transportation/Schoolbus_tranrev0810.pdf
School Transportation News: Seat Belt Resources: http://www.stnonline.com/resources/seat-belts
National Association of State Directors of Pupil Transportation Services: Position Paper – The Equipping
And Use of Passenger Lap/Shoulder Belts in School Buses http://www.nasdpts.org/Documents/NASDPTS%20POSITION%20PAPER%20PASSENGER%20LAP%20SHO
ULDER%20BELTS%20FINAL%20FEB%202014.pdf
“EPA Announces Latest School Bus Rebate Awards: http://www.stnonline.com/news/latestnews/item/8242-epa-announces-latest-school-bus-rebate-awards

